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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Psilocybin Mushrooms Of The World is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book is a glossy, well made publication providing detailed information on how to 
locate, identify and ingest Psilocybe fungi, primarily to experience their hallucinogenic 
effects. Brief information is also provided about the historical, cultural and religious 
use of Psilocybes. 

The book provides comprehensive information on where to find, how to process and 
ingest plants that are prohibited under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975 (the MD Act). 
This Act includes Psilocine and Psilocybine within the schedule of Class A Controlled 
Drugs. Section 2(e) of the MD Act defines "Prohibited plant" as "Any fungus of the 
genera Conocybe, Panaeolus, or Psilocybe from which a controlled drug can be 
produced or which contains a controlled drug." The book deals exclusively with the 
location, identification and ingestion of these plants and others with hallucinogenic 
properties and therefore is considered to promote and encourage criminal acts. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has been considered in relation to this 
publication. The publication is considered to promote and encourage a criminal act to 
such an extent and degree as to render the publication objectionable. As such, a 
classification of objectionable is considered to be the minimum interference with 
freedom of expression consistent with preventing this likely injury, and can thus be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
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